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REASONS
FOR

FEDERATION
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Distribution of power:
Colonies feared thelloss
of their powertoa
federal parliament eg.
NSW rail. NSW and VIC
fought over capital

Colonial self-interest:
smaller colonies like
‘Tasmania and isolated
colonies like WA felt larger
colonies of NSW and VIC
would dominate and
ignore the interests of the
people. Trade differences
eg. VIC for tariffs/NSW
free trade

thy: Trade unions fearcX
gains made would be taken
away by a national governmen
People questioned the expense
of setting up a federationina
time of economic depression,
people too concerned with
trying to survive. Could not see
benefits, concern of upper

Distance: the size of this nation—

bigger than Europe! Isolation of

colonies, difficulties travellingto
and from capital cities





