TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY

AMERICA POST 1945
MARSHALL PLAN

Task: To read the document and answer the following questions.

     Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos. It’s purpose should be the rival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist. Such assistance, I am convinced, must not be on piecemeal basis as various crises develop. Any assistance that this government may develop in the future should provide a cure rather than a mere palliative.
     Any government that is willing to assist in the task of recovery will find full co-operation, I am sure, on the part of the United States Government. Any government which maneuvers to block the recovery of other countries cannot expect help from us. Furthermore, governments, political parties or groups which seek to perpetuate human misery will encounter the opposition of the United States.
    It is already evident that, before the United States Government can proceed much further in its efforts to alleviate the situation… there must be some agreement among the countries of Europe as to the requirements of the situation and the part those countries themselves will take in order to give proper effect to whatever action might be undertaken by this Government. It would be neither fitting nor efficacious for this Government to undertake to draw up unilaterally a program designed to place Europe on its feet economically, this is the business of the Europeans….
  With foresight, and a willingness on the part of our people to face up to the vast responsibility which history has clearly placed upon our country, the difficulties I have outlined can and will be overcome.
(Reported in the New York Times, 6 June 1947, cited in L. Sybnder, Fifty Major Documents of the Twentieth Century.

Questions:

1. How did Marshall make it clear that he wished to avoid politics? Was he really avoiding politics?

2. How was Marshall’s aid to be administered and distributed throughout Europe? Why does Marshall say the USA did not wish to be the administrator? Do you think there was any hidden reason?

3. What were the criteria for choice and exclusion for the receipt of aid?

4. A criticism of the Marshall Plan was that the USA was buying support. Do you see the Marshall Plan in that way? Why?
