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TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY

AMERICA POST 1945
THE COLD WAR

(The Truman Doctrine)

Task: Read the article on the Truman Doctrine and answer the questions that follow.
At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative ways of life. The choice is often not a free one. One way of life is based on the will of the majority, and it is distinguished by free institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from political oppression. The second way of life is based on the will of the minority forcibly imposed on the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms.
I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressures…I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid which is essential to economic stability and orderly political process…
It is necessary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and integrity of the Greek nation are of grave importance in a much wider situation. If Greece should fall under the control of an armed minority, the effect upon its neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. Confusion and disorder might spread through the entire Middle East…
(Harry Truman, Public Papers, Us Government Printing Office, Washington DC, 1947, p.176)

Questions:
1. How does Truman characterise Soviet communism in this document?
2. Could the two systems – that is, capitalism and communism as defined by President Truman – co-exist under the Truman Doctrine? Define capitalism and communism.
3. Was any challenge to a government tolerable?     
4. Would it make a difference if the government under threat was tyrannical? What does tyrannical mean?
5. What did President Truman assume about the relationship between Greece and its neighbors?

