Things to avoid
· Good PIP’s are inspired by particular issues or topics you do in society and culture. This can also apply to other subjects across the whole HSC such as Studies of Religion, Geography, Family and Community Studies, Art, PDH&PE etc. A number of these subjects require students to do individual projects. 

When you hand in your PIP you and your teacher are required to sign a declaration that your work is your own, that it is substantially original and that you have not used this specific material in another HSC project. You may however, use some material gained in working for another subject as the starting point for your research.

 PIP markers are always on the lookout for a PIP that has been a project for another subject.

· A range of topics which could be considered “agony topics” must be approached with extreme caution. These include: abortion, anorexia nervosa, suicide, physical or sexual abuse and a wide range of physical/mental disabilities. 
While few PIPs on these topics have been of high quality, the majority have not been good. 
This has been for a variety of reasons. Some students have presented a very general, descriptive picture, without sufficient rigour or objective research. Sometimes the students have been so personally involved with the issue that their PIP was no more than a generalised story. Any situation that has been personally experienced has the potential to be “disturbing” if revisited in memory. Some topics should only be approached with the assistance of a trained counsellor.
· Other topics that should be approached with care are those on fashion trends, including body modification, tattooing and so on. If these are approached with an analytical approach the conceptual context of popular culture, they could be very well done. Often they can be very superficial and descriptive... this is often the case with a topic like “capital punishment” where students have written more of a history paper that a sociological one.
